
Communicative Play 
Interactions between children and others 

Social Play
Understanding 
other children’s 
emotions, and 
learning the 
consequences of 
different social 
interactions. 
E.g. group 
games, sharing 
information.

Mastery Play
This play focuses on what children do and do 
not have control of, and how it makes them 

Exploratory and 
Sensory Play
Using all their senses 
to explore and 
discover the world 
around them. e.g. 
exploring nature, 
squishing goop 
through their hands.

Constructive Play
When children manipulate their environment 
to build and create. E.g. 
building towers and 
cities with blocks, 
play in the sand, 
draw murals 
with chalk.

Collaborative Play
Learning from interacting and 
watching other children, including 
learning to share and take turns, 
negotiation, and learning to follow 
rules. E.g. “I will give 
you my green car
for your 
red car”.

Socio-Dramatic Play 

Digital Play
Being comfortable 
with using  
technology and 
living in a world 
of technology.

Symbolic Play
Using actions, objects, 
or ideas to represent 
other actions, objects, 
or ideas.  E.g. using a 
cardboard tube like a 
telescope, a drawing 
that looks like a 
scribble but to the 
child is a dog.

Object Play
When children playfully 
use objects to try 
out new combinations 
of actions, using 
creativity and problem 
solving skills. E.g. using 
blocks to build a house, 
using cardboard boxes 
to build a rocket.

Physical Play
Movement providing opportunities to develop 
gross and fine motor 
muscle strength, 
and overall 
integration of 
muscles, nerves
and brain function. 
E.g. soccer, 
balancing 
beams, etc.

Expressive/
Creative Play  
When children 
explore, try out 
new ideas and use 
their imagination 
and materials 
around them. 

Fantasy/Imaginative Play 

Learning through 
PLAY at Shaws

Competitive Play
Learning to play 
games with rules, 
and where there 
are winners 
and losers.

(other children/
adults/animals) 
using written, 
vocal or body 
language. 
E.g. reading, 
writing, singing, 
clapping, facial 
expressions.

feel. It is 
trying to 
master a 
skill. E.g. 
trying to 
understand 
difficult 
concepts.

Pretend Play! Children learn 
to try out new roles and 
possible situations, and to 
experiment with language 
and emotions. Children also 
develop flexible thinking 
to express new ideas and 
concepts. Conventional rules 
need not apply. E.g. they 
have wings and can fly!

Children acting 
out experiences 
to make sense 
of the world 
around them. 
E.g. playing 
house.


